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This   was   an   emphatic   and   loud   statement   to   the   rest   of   the   league,   heard   around   the   world,   
that   the   Lakers   have   enough   firepower   to   beat   anyone   on   a   given   night.   This   year’s   
overwhelming   favorites   responded   well   to   their   Game   1   loss   with   a   sense   of   urgency   and  
desperation.   

The   Lakers,   who   played   with   a   toughness   mentality,   turned   Game   2   into   a   rout   of   epic   
proportions   in   a   resounding   111-88   win   over   the   Portland   Trail   Blazers   to   tie   the   series   at   
one.   That’s   a   great   night   of   basketball,   but   they   still   need   three   more.   Most   reassuring   to   the   
Lakers   was   seeing   Anthony   Davis   come   out   blazing   hot   as   they   jumped   out   to   a   16-8   lead   
in   the   first   five   minutes.   In   the   midst   of   that   scoring   run,   James   went   up   for   an   insane   dunk   
when   Davis   lobbed   a   perfect   pass   to   him   from   beyond   the   three-point   line.   

The   energy   came   early   in   this   game   for   Davis,   and   there   was   no   way   for   any   Blazers   player   
to   stop   him.   He   got   himself   going   early,   and   that’s   because   there   was   simply   no   way   for   any   
Blazers   player   to   keep   up   with   his   speed.   His   strong   first-half   set   the   tone   early   for   Los   
Angeles,   and   that’s   because   the   Blazers   big   man   Jusuf   Nurkic   can’t   match   up   well   with   
Davis’   size.   

Thursday   night’s   game   saw   him   produce   a   21-point   first-half   performance   on   nine-for-13   
shooting.   Unlike   his   last   outing,   when   he   made   only   one   shot   outside   of   eight   feet,   Davis   
had   a   worker’s   mentality   and   it   showed   on   the   floor.   His   flashy   stat   line   was   obviously   a   
testament   to   his   efficiency   and   tenacity   on   the   floor.   

The   Lakers   needed   most   of   Davis’   game-high   31   points   on   13-for-21   shooting,   along   with   
his   11   rebounds.   This   was   really   a   positive   for   him   and   it   will   be   a   positive   for   the   team   if   he   
can   continue   to   be   aggressive   on   both   the   offensive   and   defensive   end   of   the   floor.   They   
should   have   plenty   of   reasons   to   be   more   confident   on   Saturday   night   when   he   and   the   
Lakers   face   the   Blazers   in   Game   3,   with   a   chance   to   take   a   2-1   lead   in   this   best-of-seven   
series.   

The   thing   that   stands   out   the   most   about   Davis’   game   isn’t   so   much   that   he   was   able   to   
score.   It   was   his   defensive   presence   that   disrupted   the   normal   flow   of   the   Blazers’   scorching   
offense.   It   was   in   your   face,   suffocating,   hard-nose   defense   that   swallowed   up   superstars   
Damian   Lillard   and   CJ   McCollum,   who   combined   for   just   31   points.   They   double   teamed   
and   trapped   Lillard   to   force   the   ball   out   of   his   hands   whenever   he   touched   it.   Built   on   
playing   sound   defense   under   Frank   Vogel,   they   held   Portland   to   just   27   percent   shooting   
from   deep.   

The   Lakers   took   control   by   outscoring   the   Blazers   32-19   in   the   third   quarter   and   once   they   
got   a   comfortable   lead,   they   did   not   give   it   up.   And   even   with   LeBron   James   finishing   with   
just   10   points   on   four-for-11   shooting,   his   fewest   points   in   a   playoff   win   over   his   17-season   
career,   they   still   found   ways   to   remedy   their   shooting   woes.   They   had   the   ability   to   adjust  



their   game   and   bounced   back   from   a   poor   opening   shooting   performance   in   a   100-93   loss   
in   Game   1   on   Tuesday   night.   

The   Lakers   led   by   as   many   as   33   points   and   cruised   the   rest   of   the   way   on   the   strength   of   a   
prolific   3-point   shooting   night.   They   were   hot   from   three   all   night,   making   14-of-38   
three-pointers   after   shooting   5-for-32   in   Game   1,   their   highest   total   ever   in   the   playoffs.   The   
three-point   shot   was   going   to   come   back,   in   some   form   or   fashion,   and   indeed   they   were   
able   to   turn   things   around   with   three-point   shooting   in   an   ultimately   strong   effort.   

Davis’   shooting   improved   significantly   in   Game   2,   as   he   went   three-for-four   from   beyond   the   
arc,   while   shooting   a   blistering   61.9   percent   from   the   field.   The   excellent   play   of   Kentavious   
Caldwell-Pope,   who   did   not   make   a   shot   in   Game   1,   helped   plenty.   To   make   up   for   a   woeful   
night,   he   was   4-for-6   from   three-point   range   for   16   points.   J.R.   Smith,   in   his   first   playoff   
game   since   the   2018   NBA   Finals,   was   3-for-9   from   three   for   11   points.   

Credit   has   to   be   given   to   Davis,   who   was   dominating   on   both   ends   of   the   floor.   From   
defensive   versatility,   deflections   and   blocked   shots   to   strong   attacks   to   the   basket   for   
finishes   at   the   rim,   he   simply   does   it   all.   He   did   not   disappoint   and   picked   himself   up   after   a   
slow   restart   in   the   NBA   bubble.   

On   a   night   where   James’   game   was   off,   the   Lakers   still   had   a   bounce-back   performance,   
especially   after   their   shoddy   offensive   play   in   the   series   opener.   This   is   exactly   the   type   of   
game   the   Lakers   are   going   to   need   from   their   guys   against   Lillard   and   the   Blazers.   
  


